Concert Etiquette

BBe On Time

Although there are occasions when late arrival is a sign of class, a concert isn’t one of them.  Once the music has begun, latecomers will be asked to remain in the lobby until the first suitable break in a performance.  (This is true after the intermission, too.)
Enter and Exit on the Applause

While everyone is encouraged to remain seated and engaged in the concert until the natural breaks like Intermission and the end of the concert, we know things come up. However, it is appropriate to wait until an entire music selection is complete and the audience is applauding before making an exit or re-entry back in to the theatre.

Stay to the end.

You may simply want to avoid the crowds by leaving five minutes early, but the musicians will misconstrue your hasty departure as a sign that you didn’t like the music, so you may as well sit back and enjoy every last note.  But if you must leave, please do so between musical selections. When we have a departmental concert all of our students are expected to stay for the entire concert. Their participation and active observation of other groups during a concert is a valuable educational experience, and a requirement of the class.
About those candy wrappers.

Unwrap cough drops and candies before the music begins or during a break between movements or song selections.  Crinkling cellophane is a sound, which carries throughout the auditorium.  If you are caught off guard, unwrap the item quickly – tackling the task slowly will only prolong the disturbance, not make it quieter.
Other sounds that may detract…
Of course a music concert is all about the listening. And while we are all about the family experience in our concerts, it is usually best to have a baby sitter for small children and infants. And truly it’s about the babys…A two hour concert is a long haul for those little ones. By elementary age they can usually do a pretty good job, and we love having them at the concerts.
You’re excited but refrain…
It is a thrill to see and hear your child as they perform. However, proper etiquette requires a positive restraint during a concert. Calling out a performers name or waving to your child (or kids to your parents from the stage) is not appropriate.

Don’t Shoot.

Cameras are non grata at our indoor concerts.  Flash photography is a distraction and a hazard for musicians/performers and can be a real annoyance for the audience as well. A clicking shutter and other modern camera noises can be an audible distraction as well in a concert hall.  We also ask that videotaping to be prohibited. Having that special recording of your child’s experience is an important family keepsake. However, bright mini plasma screens and cameras on elevated stands are a distraction to other audience members. If you choose to video record your child’s performance anyway, please reserve seats in the rear of the auditorium, and use your own battery power supply. In addition we ask that you limit your recording only to your child’s performance. 

Of course we make certain that at all of our concert presentations we provide a professional digital recording that you may purchase for your memories and personal enjoyment. The product is a high quality, high definition, digital recording that is professionally finished and mailed directly to your home.
No buzzes, beeps or rings.

If your watch has an alarm, please turn it off.  At the very least arrange for it to buzz during the fortissimo sections.  And if you wear a beeper or carry a cellular phone for non-emergency reasons (staying in touch with your stockbroker is one), please disconnect it so that others might enjoy the concert undisturbed.

Never after the ‘largo’.

If nobody claps when the piece is over, it probably isn’t.  At a concert, it’s inappropriate to applaud between movements.  But at the end of the complete work, please clap like crazy. Your best cue is when the conductor drops his hands, and then TURNS TO FACE THE AUDIENCE, show your appreciation.
Humming.

Don’t.  Even if you really do know the whole first movement of Beethoven’s Seventh, the people around you probably know it too and would rather hear the band’s rendition.

Program Notes.

Printed programs and program notes are often provided to guide you through your experience and to enhance the experience of the musical presentation. Take time to read through the program prior to the concert and review it again at the intermission. It’s also ok to go a quick check between numbers if there is enough light to see. Otherwise set them aside or hold them still during the musical presentation so as to not detract from the student performance.

Jazz and Show Presentations.

We are privileged to present a wide range and variety of music during our concerts. During those segments when jazz or show music is being performed, most of theses matters of etiquette still apply. Sometimes soloists are recognized with applause during a selection and that is ok; Just remember it’s still a concert and not a stadium event.
